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of Boyard, It was never strictly hereditary, and the ranks
of the Boyards were always open to those of the Dvoriane
who were successful in pushing themselves forward in
the service of the State. The Grand Princes, and
afterwards the Czars of Moscow, who chose their wives
from among the daughters of their subjects, made no
distinction in this regard between the princely families
and those of the Boyards, or even the simple Dvoriane,
and when an heir to the Muscovite throne was of age
to marry, some hundreds of young maidens belonging
to the various grades of the Dvorianstvo were sum-
moned to Moscow and the future Czarina was selected,
the preference being given to her who possessed the
greatest personal attractions, beauty, health and so
forth, but without regard for the superior or minor
importance of her house. The family, sometimes of
modest origin, which gave in this way a reigning Princess
to the country, gained naturally a position of great
power at Moscow, as was the case with the Godounoffs,
the NaryschHnes, the Lopouchines, etc. The Romanoffs
themselves, one of whom founded a new dynasty, were
only allied to the ancient reigning house on the female
side.
Toward the end of the seventeenth century, that
is, on the eve of the reforms of Peter the Great, the
Dvorianstvo formed a class manifesting a high sense
:>f the part they had to play in the service of the State,
and distinguishing themselves by a remarkable aptitude
in assimilating the customs of occidental civilization,
to which the doors of Russia were about to be opened.
It was from this ckss that Peter the Great recruited
the greater part of the young men whom he sent abroad
to acquire the knowledge necessary for the transformation
of the country, and who furnished an important contia-